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Due in large part to this year' s warm winter, a curious situation has developed where golf courses are filled wm
large crowds while ski resorts wait in vain for any sign of customers. Global warming is indeed a complex .
phenomenon, however from the perspective of an American, | can’ t help but feel somewnhat responsible.
After all, the American government, among other things, does not recognize the Kyoto Protocol, and when it comes
to encouraging its citizens so reliant on automobiles to use public transportation as much as possible, it only enforces

0000140 D 00 half-measure policies. It is precisely this kind of irresponsible behavior that acts as a source of terrible environmental
pollution, and it is further possible to claim that as such, this behavior contributes to global warming. Either way, |

ccceoece

believe this warm warming should be taken as a sign that we must all work together and find an appropriate solution.
So, let’ s put aside these serious appeals and return instead to more interesting stories. Before | arrived in Japan, | spent my junior
year of college in southern Germany’ s Munich. That city so rich in culture made such a lasting impression on me that | vowed
to return, one way or the other. Keeping this in mind | moved after graduation to Hamburg, located in the northern part of Ger- :
» many, and lived there as well for about one year while studying at the local graduate school.
One day | decided to approach a Japanese student who happened to be in my class, and | soon discovered that he too loved to
read novels by Herman Hesse. With this common ground as a starting point, we gradually became closer and promised that even :
_J“f after returning to our home countries, we would maintain contact. Well, in September | was finally able to visit him at home in
" Osaka. Please have a look at the attached photo.

Now there may be some people surprised by the idea that we happened to study at the same university in Hamburg and now happen to live in the same country,
calling it a strange coincidence. However, rather than a strange coincidence, | see this as an example of putting friendship first so that we could one day meet again.
The friends I have made in Shinchi are just as meaningful to me, and if we too could someday, somewhere meet again, it would surely be a wonderful thing.
Lastly | would like to report just a bit on the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. As a mentioned last time, | had been absorbed in my studies since the summer, and in Sep- ; :
tember the test day finally arrived. | must admit that there were some parts more difficult than | had imagined, and as a result | was quite worried about whether or not I would e :
pass. In the end, though, the good news came in the mail, and | literally danced around the house with joy. As the next step I have already finished read- :
ug Murakami Haruki’ s* After Dark,” and | am currently in the middle of reading “ Wild Sheep Chase” by the same author. With this, a long-held / s, ;

: ]

ream has come true, and | would like to express my gratitude to all those who wished for my success. From the bottom of my heart, | thank you all.
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